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Why is the Control Important – Because of the changing environment inherent in Surface Mining operations unprotected crests and edges present significant potential for fall from height injuries with potentially fatal consequences to both operators on the bench and those in mobile equipment.  The timely identification and communication of these open crests and edges and protecting these areas with the use of berms, barricades and personal fall protection equipment is critical to preventing fall from height incidents and mitigating their associated injuries. 

Exemption – Work more than 2m from a crest or open edge.


Operational Requirements
Performance Metrics  
	Specific hazards including changed conditions, unprotected crests, edges, etc.  are covered in a pre-start meeting held and attended to review the hazards in the work area. 
	Full harness and retractable lanyard is worn and attached to an approved anchorage point when within 2m of a crest or open edge.

	A second person is present outside 2m zone to raise alarm when working within 2m of a crest or open edge.
	Access to the mine for infrequent visitors / workers is restricted with such personnel being fully escorted by trained, experienced mine or OTML personnel with knowledge of the mine.


Utilisation
Required in all situations involving work within 2m of a crest or open edge.
Safety Critical Defeat Requirements
No defeats allowed.     
Testing & Verification
Work at heights activity involving fall protection equipment must be audited as part of the annual auditing cycle.
Full body harness must be inspected before use.
Maintenance
Temporary barricading and guard rails must be inspected by a competent person at least monthly. Maintenance requirements will be determined by the inspections.
Training & Competency
Competency based training in Surface Mining Operating and Charging Procedures.
People required to wear fall protection equipment must be trained in its use, including purpose and fitting.
Inspection and maintenance of fall protection equipment must be conducted by persons qualified for the required tasks, including the recognition of equipment that has been overloaded.
Design and / or approval of the load bearing capacity of anchor points, and other structures intended for access, must be conducted by a structural engineer.

Task Requirements
The following are the key day to day requirements operators/maintainers and supervisors must follow to ensure the control is being used correctly.
Task Requirements
	No.
	Supervisor
	Operator/Maintainer

	1
	Conduct pre-job / pre-shift safety talk meetings attended by operators to review specific hazards including changed conditions, unprotected areas in the work area.
	Inspect work area for unprotected crests / edges before commencing work.  

	2
	Provide full harness retractable lanyard attached to an approved anchor point for use.
	Attend pre-job / pre-shift safety talk meetings to review specific hazards including changed conditions in the work area.

	3
	Allocate second person to be present outside 2m zone to raise alarm when working within 2m of a crest or open edge.
	Wear and use full harness retractable lanyard attached to an approved anchor point within 2m of a crest or open edge.

	4
	Verify system in place for control of access to infrequent visitors / workers so that they are being fully escorted by trained, experienced mine or Orica personnel with knowledge of the mine.
	


Skills Requirements
No additional requirements.
Permits
Work at Heights.
Task Specific PPE Requirements
Full harness retractable lanyard and approved anchorage point.
Fall protection equipment must be worn during installation of crest and edge protection.
Special Task Related Tooling
Not applicable. 

Design Requirements
Design Standard
International standard relevant for the type of fall protection equipment e.g:
· ISO 10333 series – Personal fall-arrest systems
· ISO 14567 – Personal protective equipment for protection against falls from height – Single-point anchor points
Safety Parameters
The Safe Working Load (SWL) of any anchor point must not be exceeded.
Fall protection equipment selected must be capable of preventing the person from falling to ground or a lower level. The maximum free-fall distance before the fall arrest system takes effect must not exceed two metres. The lanyard must be as short as possible for the work situation.
Design Life
Equipment and material used must be suitable for the existing environment and capable of maintaining its integrity until at least the next inspection date.
And in all cases in accordance with the manufacturer's recommendations. 
Safe Separation
Not applicable.
Special Requirements
No additional requirements.
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