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Why is the Control Important – When working from elevated fixed structures, having appropriately designed and maintained structures, including platforms, walkways, stairways and handrails, is critical in preventing a person falling from height due to failure of the structure. 

Exemption – Nil.


Operational Requirements
Performance Metrics  
	Fixed platforms, walkways, stairways and handrails are designed to support people safely in accordance with recognised standards.
	Fixed platforms, walkways, stairways and handrails are subject to a planned maintenance and inspection program.

	Civil and structural equipment, including support beams and columns, are subject to a planned maintenance and inspection program.
	Civil and structural equipment, including support beams and columns, are audited by a qualified, independent third party according to local regulations.

	The load bearing capacity of any fixed structure not designed as a workplace (e.g. roof, suspended ceiling etc.) is assessed and approved by a structural engineer before structure is accessed.
	Signs are in place at likely access points to any fixed structure not designed as a workplace (e.g. roof, suspended ceiling etc.), indicating a fragile structure and prohibiting access without a Work at Heights permit.


Utilisation
Required in all situations involving work from an elevated fixed structure where a failure of the structure would result in a fall.
Safety Critical Defeat Requirements
No defeat permitted.     
Testing & Verification
Records of maintenance and inspection of elevated fixed structures must be audited as part of the annual auditing cycle.
Third party audits of civil and structural equipment must be conducted in accordance with local regulations, or at least every two years.
Maintenance
Elevated fixed structures must be inspected and maintained in accordance with the established program.
Training & Competency
Inspection and maintenance of elevated fixed structures must be conducted by persons qualified for the required tasks, including the recognition of potential failure mechanisms e.g. corrosion, fatigue etc.
Assessment of the load bearing capacity of any structure must be conducted by a qualified structural engineer.

Task Requirements
The following are the key day to day requirements operators/maintainers and supervisors must follow to ensure the control is being used correctly.
Task Requirements
	No.
	Supervisor
	Operator/Maintainer

	1
	Provide trained resources to maintain and assess elevated fixed structures.
	Report any substandard structural condition to a relevant supervisor. Do not proceed to access the structure until the condition is rectified.

	2
	Verify that elevated fixed structures have been inspected and maintained in accordance with the established program.
	Do not access any elevated structure that is not intended as a place of work, including any structure with signage indicating no access, unless a Work at Heights permit has been issued.

	3
	Verify the load bearing capacity of any fixed structure not designed as a workplace (e.g. roof, suspended ceiling etc.) has been assessed and approved by a structural engineer before the structure is accessed.
	

	4
	Provide signs, at likely access points to any fixed structure not designed as a workplace, prohibiting access without a Work at Heights permit.
	


Skills Requirements
Structural engineer required for assessment of load bearing capacity of structures.
Permits
Work at Heights permit required if accessing an elevated structure not intended as a place of work.
Task Specific PPE Requirements
No additional requirements.
Special Task Related Tooling
No additional requirements. 

Design Requirements
Design Standard
International standard relevant for the type of fall protection equipment e.g:
· ISO 2394 - General principles on reliability for structures
· AS 1657 - Fixed platforms, walkways, stairways and ladders - Design, construction and installation
Safety Parameters
The load bearing capacity of any elevated fixed structure that requires access by people must be known, or assessed by a qualified structural engineer, and not exceeded during the work activity.
Design Life
Determined in accordance with recognised design standards. 
Safe Separation
Not applicable.
Special Requirements
Not applicable.
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