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Why is the Control Important – 
When working in the vicinity of live overhead electrical services, ensuring the work activity remains outside the relevant approach distance for the particular voltage is critical in preventing severe electric shock as a result of contact with live electrical conductors.

Exemption – No exemptions permitted.

Operational Requirements
Performance Metrics  
	The height and voltage of overhead electrical services are known and, records are maintained.
	An observer is assigned to monitor the activity and provide warning to ensure the minimum approach distance is not breached during the work.

	Work near any overhead electrical service remains outside the minimum approach distance unless authorised by the relevant local authorities.
	


Utilisation
Required in all situations where work is required in the vicinity of overhead electrical services (power lines and cables), including:
· Work performed by people, including any tools or equipment held.
· Operating mobile equipment, including any extending platforms, jibs or booms.
· Driving vehicles, including any additional loads carried.
Safety Critical Defeat Requirements
Where required work cannot remain outside the minimum approach distance at all times, the Responsible Electrical Engineer (REE), or the Responsible Electrical Engineer Distribution (REED) for high voltage services, is to be consulted for an alternate strategy.
Duration of approval must be specified by the REED.
Testing & Verification
Work in the vicinity of overhead electrical services must be audited as part of the annual HSE auditing cycle.
Maintenance
Not applicable.
Training & Competency
Work Permit issuers must be trained in the hazards of working near overhead electrical services, including the need to seek assistance from the Responsible Electrical Engineer (REE) to determine a safe approach distance and any additional precautions that must be implemented (e.g. barriers, voltage proximity detectors etc.).
Personnel working in the vicinity of high voltage services must be trained in the hazards and authorised by the Responsible Electrical Engineer Distribution (REED).

Task Requirements
The following are the key day to day requirements operators/maintainers and supervisors must follow to ensure the control is being used correctly.
Task Requirements
	No.
	Supervisor
	Operator/Maintainer

	1
	Provide resources to maintain records of the height and voltage of overhead electrical services for the site.
	Perform work near overhead electrical services only if remaining outside the minimum approach distance at all times. If not able to comply for the duration of the work, contact a supervisor.

	2
	Verify the minimum approach distance, for the particular overhead electrical service, has been determined before work commences in the vicinity of the service.
	Maintain communication with the observer.

	3
	Provide an observer to monitor the activity and ensure the minimum approach distance is not breached during the work.
	


Skills Requirements
No additional requirements. 
Permits
HV Access Corridor Permit.
Task Specific PPE Requirements
No additional requirements.
Special Task Related Tooling
No additional requirements.

Design Requirements
Design Standard
Local standard, code of practice or guide relevant to work near overhead power lines / cables.
Safety Parameters
Not applicable.
 Design Life
Not applicable. 
Safe Separation
Work must be performed outside the relevant minimum approach distance for the specific voltage, unless approved by the Responsible Electrical Engineer (REE), with additional controls in place.
The minimum approach distance must be determined by the Responsible Electrical Engineer (REE), or the Responsible Electrical Engineer Distribution (REED) for high voltage services, with reference to local regulations, authorities and electricity supply organisations.
Special Requirements
No additional requirements. 
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